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States and Germany proudly welcomed and
affirmed the new era of trans-Atlantic co-
operation between our nations. Together,
our countries are working to support demo-
cratic and market reforms that promise
greater prosperity and security for Euro-
peans, as well as for their American friends
and allies. And our citizens look forward to
the future of this partnership with unprece-
dented optimism and confidence.

For this important covenant, history has
meaningful precedent. In the first days after
the signing of America’s Declaration of Inde-
pendence in 1776, a prominent firm in Phila-
delphia translated and published the Dec-
laration’s text in German. That decision re-
flected the significant number of German-
American colonists whose involvement in our
struggle for freedom helped to fashion our
democratic system. The Declaration’s publi-
cation in German was intended to spread the
word of independence to the courageous
German colonists, who shared an abiding
love of liberty—if not yet a language—with
their English-speaking compatriots. The
leaders of the revolution recognized the inte-
gral importance of the German population,
and Germans were proud to play a central
role in the birth of American democracy.

Germans who already had settled in the
colonies and others who came to fight in the
War for Independence, such as Baron von
Steuben, aided significantly in ensuring the
American triumph. The translated version of
the Declaration of Independence is a lasting
symbol both of the depth of the American-
German friendship and of Germans’ extraor-
dinary intellectual and material contributions
to the birth of representative government in
the United States. In the nearly 220 years
since that great victory, generations of Ger-
man Americans have remained active and in-
valuable participants in the American experi-
ment. Today, more citizens of the United
States can claim German ancestry than that
of any other ethnic group. Inspired by two
centuries of shared freedom, German Ameri-
cans throughout the land are helping to lead
our Nation toward a future as bright as our
past—a future of growing understanding and
certain peace.

To honor today’s stewards of the rich Ger-
man-American heritage, the Congress, by

Public Law 103–100, has designated October
6, 1994, as ‘‘German-American Day’’ and has
authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 6, 1994, as Ger-
man-American Day, in appreciation of the
countless contributions that people of Ger-
man descent have made to our Nation’s lib-
erty, democracy, and prosperity.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:11 p.m., October 5, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 7.

Nomination for Chairman of the
Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission

October 4, 1994

The President today intends to nominate
Alan Dixon, former U.S. Senator of Illinois,
to be Chairman of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Commission.

‘‘I am pleased to nominate Alan Dixon to
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Commission. His record of dedicated public
service, extensive background in defense
matters, and tested leadership will contribute
greatly to the valuable work of this Commis-
sion,’’ the President said. ‘‘I look forward to
his confirmation.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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Nomination for Members of the
President’s Committee on Mental
Retardation
October 4, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to appoint the final eight members to
the President’s Committee on Mental Retar-
dation. The appointees are Gisselle Acevedo
Franco, Tom Smith, Robert Dinerstein,
Cathy Ficker Terrill, Deborah Spitalnik,
Lorenzo Aguilar-Melancon, Ruth Luckasson,
and Virginia Williams.

‘‘We have now assembled a strong and dy-
namic group of advocates, self advocates,
family members and professionals who share
our common vision of moving from exclusion
to inclusion, from dependence to independ-
ence, from paternalism to empowerment,’’
the President said. ‘‘I look forward to the
leadership that these dedicated appointees
will provide to the committee.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at a State Dinner for
President Nelson Mandela
October 4, 1994

President Mandela, members of the South
African delegation, distinguished guests, my
fellow Americans. Mr. President, the Amer-
ican people welcome you to the White House
on this, the occasion of your first state visit
to the United States. You’ve been an inspira-
tion to the American people. You have been
a genuine inspiration to the American people
and to freedom-loving people around the
world, people who still marvel at the price
you paid for your conviction, a conviction
that our country embraces but still struggles
to live up to: the conviction that all men and
women are created equal and, therefore,
ought to have a chance to live up to the full-
est of their God-given potential and to have
an equal say in the affairs of their land.

Your captivity symbolized the larger cap-
tivity of your nation, shackled to the chains
of prejudice, bigotry, and hatred. And your
release also freed your nation and all its peo-
ple to reach their full potential, a quest too
long and so cruelly denied.

But your story, thankfully, for all South Af-
ricans and for the rest of us as well, does
not end with your freedom; it continues into
what you have sought to do with your free-
dom. Because you’ve found within you the
strength to reconcile, to unite, to make whole
a country too long divided, you are giving
real life to the magnificent words that begin
the Freedom Charter you helped to draft
nearly 40 years ago: ‘‘South Africa belongs
to all who live in it, black and white.’’

Now, instead of focusing on the past 342
years, when South Africa did not belong to
all who lived in it, you are building a future
of trust and tolerance. White South Africans
might have fled in fear of retribution, but
instead, they have had the courage to stay
and to join you in building a new future for
all the people of your land. I would say to
a world too often torn apart by racial and
ethnic and religious strife: Watch South Afri-
ca as it comes together, and follow South Af-
rica’s example.

As an American, and as a child of the
southern part of our country who grew up
in a segregated environment and saw first-
hand its horror and its debasement of all of
us who lived in it, I must add that, as you
well know, Mr. President, your presence
here has special significance for Americans.
We have been especially drawn to the prob-
lems and the promise of South Africa. We
have struggled, and continue to struggle, with
our own racial challenges. So we rejoice, es-
pecially, in what you have accomplished, and
we hold it out. And as we hold it out as an
example to others, so we also hold it out as
an example to ourselves.

Mr. President, I know how proud you are
to have your daughter, Zinzi, with you on
this trip, and I am proud to have her as my
dinner partner tonight. I know that during
your years in captivity you were a prodigious
letter writer and your daughter was one of
your favorite correspondents, not least be-
cause of her own writing talent.

In one letter, written from your cell at
Robben Island Prison, you counseled her as
follows: ‘‘While you have every reason to be
angry with the fates for the setbacks you may
have suffered from time to time, you must
vow to turn those misfortunes into victory.
There are few misfortunes in this world you
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